Breast MR imaging. An analysis of its role with respect to other imaging and interventional modalities.
The history of breast imaging has focused on the role of dedicated mammography, with its unique ability to provide exquisite contrast and resolution. The dual challenge of breast imaging--public health screening and diagnosis--requires unparalleled considerations of radiation dose and cost, and has prompted the development of other technologies that have failed to replace but have often defined ancillary roles to mammography. The role of breast MR imaging must be measured by these standards, and requires critical appraisal of both its unique contributions and practical limitations.